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SUBJ: HUMAN RIGHTS/REPUGEES: POSSIBLE UN SPONSORSHIP FOR 
REPATRIATION OP CAMBODIAN REPUGEES IN THAILAND 

REF: (A) STATE I636I0 (B) BANGKOK 19373 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: RTG OPPICIALS STRESS PUBLICLY AND PRIVATELY THAT 
THAI GOVERNMENT 

WILL NOT PORCE REPUGEES TO RETURN TO CAMBODIA 
AGAINST THEIR WILL. BOTH EMBASSY AND UNHCR BELIEVE THESE VIEWS 
REFLECT ACCURATELY PRESENT SITUATION, DESPITE GENUINE THAI DESIRE 
TO BE RID OP THE REPUGEE PROBLEM. END SUHMARY. 

1. IN SPITE OP THE RHETORII IN SOME THAI PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS, 

NEITHER THE EMBASSY NOR UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE IN BANGKOK PORSEE 
THE RTG MAKING A "DEAL" WITH THE CAMBODIANS TO REPATRIATE REFUGEES 
INVOLUNTARILY. FOREIGN MINISTER PHICHAI RATTAKUN ATTEMPTED TO ALT .AY 
ANY FEARS ON THIS POINT WHEN HE TOLD MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENTS CLUB JULY 3 CATEGORICALLY THAT THAILAND WOULD NOT 
PORCIBLY REPATRIATE ANY CAMBODIAN, LAO, OR VIETNAMESE REFUGEES. 
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ON JULY 7, MFA DIRGEN OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION DEPARTMENT 
PHIRAPHONG KASEMSI, ALSO RTG'S SEATO COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE, 

TOLD THE SEATO COUNCIL THAT PHICHAI INFORMED lENG SARY THAT 
THAILAND WAS OBLIGED TO ABIDE BY ITS AGREEMENT WITH UNHCR THAT 
REEUGEES COULD BE REPATRIATED AGAINST THEIR WILL, AS WELL. 

2. PRIVATELY, BOTH WE AND UNHCR HAPE RECEIVED SIMILAR ASSURANCES 
FROM A NUMBER OF RTG OFFICIALS I VOLVED IN THE MATTER, WHO STATE 
THAT NOT ONLY MUST ANY REPATRIATIONS BE VOLUNTARY BUT THERE MUST 
ALSO BE A WAY OE ASSURING THAT THE REEUGEES ARE SAFE SNCE THEY 
ARE INSIDE CAMBODIA. NO ONE HIDES THE EACT THAT RTG WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE ALL REFUGEES LEAVE BUT IS REALISTIC ABOUT THE CAMBODIAN 
SITUATION AS IT IS AT PRESENT. 

3. NUMBER OF ACCOUNTS WE HAVE HEARD OF THE PHICHAI-IENG 

MEETING IN SISOPHON JUNE 16-17 SEEM TO ATTEST TO BOTH 
THAI AND CAMBODIAN CAUTIOUSNESS ON THE REFUGEE QUESTION. lENG 
SARY REPORTEDLY NOTED THAT CAMBODIANS DESIRING TO RETURN HOME 
WERE DOING SO SUCCESSFULLY THROUGH PARIS AND PEKING, AND 
THERE WAS NO REASON WHY THIS COULD NOT CONTINUE. HE SAID THAT 
ARRANGEMENTS COULD BE MADE FOR THOSE IN THAILAND TO RETURN, AS 
WELL, OFFERING GUARANTEES FOR THEIR SAFETY, ACCORDING TO INTERIOR 
DEPUTY UNDERSECRETARY DAMRONG SUNTHORNSAATHU". NOT ONLY DID 

THE THAI STATE THAT THEY COULD NOT FORCE THE CAMBODIANS TO GO 
BACK, BUT THEY PROVIDED THE CAMBODIAN SIDE OF THE TEXT OF 
(PRESUMABLY) UNHCR'S POLICY ON INVOLUNTARY REPATRIATION, A 
UNHCR OFEICIAL TOLD US. 

4. THE RTG UNDOUBTEDLY PROPOSED UNHCR INVOLVEMENT SO THE LATTER 
COULD ARRANGE EOR ANY RETURNS AND ASSURE THAT NOTHING WOULD 
HAPPEN TO THE RETURNEES, PLACING RESPONSIBILITY ON UNHCR 
SHOULDERS EOR ANYTHING THAT WENT WRONG. PHIRAPHONG TOLD THE 
SEATO COUNCIL THAT THE CAMBODIANS SAID THEY WOULD CONSIDER THE 
POSSIBILITY OF UNHCR PARTICIPATION, ALTHOUGH lENG SARY DID NOT 
APPEAR OVERJOYED AT THE PROSPECT, ACCORDING TO OBSERVERS. UNHCR 
REPRESENTATIVE BERTA SAID THE RTG HAS BEEN ALMOST EAGER IN ITS 
EFFORTS TO PERSUADE HIM TO AGREE TO SUCH A ROLE AND TO TRAVEL 

TO THE BORDER TO MEET WITH THE CAMBODIANS. HE HAS BEEN TRYING TO 
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PERSUADE THE THAI THAT HE CAN DO NOTHING WITHOUT INSTRUCTIONS FROM 
GENEVA, WHICH HE HAS NOT RECEIVED. 

5. PRIVATELY, BERTA DOES NOT SEE THE HIGH COMMISSIONER AGREEING 

TO PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE WITHOUT A REQUEST FROM CAMBODIA ITSELF. 

IN ADDITION, HE BELIEVES IT UNLIKELY THAT THAT COUNTRY, EVEN WERE 
IT TO MAKE SUCH A REQUEST (WHICH IS UNLIKELY), WOULD PERMIT THE 
UNHCR TO CARRY OUT THE KIND OE LONG-TERM INSPECTION THAT IT WOULD 
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NORMALLY WISH TO MAKE, AN ASSESSMENT WITH WHICH EMBASSY AGREES. 

6. IN VIEW OE THE EOREGOING, IT SEEMS TOO EARLY TO ADDRESS THE 
QUESTION OE SAEEGUARDS TO ASSURE THAT REPATRIATIONS ARE KNOWLEDGE- 
ABLY VOLUNTARY. HOWEVER, THE REEUGEES ARE UNDER NO ILLUSIONS AS 
TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION THEY WOULD EACE UPON THEIR RETURN 
NOW. IE ANYTHING, STORIES CIRCULATING INSIDE THE REEUGEE CAMPS 
ABOUT THE SITUATION ARE PROBABLY EVEN WORSE THAN THE REALITY OF 
IT. NEITHER THE UNHCR NOR WE EORESEE A WILLINGNESS AMONG 
THE VAST MAJORITY OE REEUGEES TO RETURN TO CAMBODIA AT THIS TIME. 
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